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Just Peace This is our understanding of God’s will for human kindslbased on the
concept of peace expressed by the Hebrew work shaldns assed biblically. The Old
Testament scholar Gerhard von Rad defines shalonsrsmirae inner, personal, pietistic
possession, but as a communal well being in which Gwdation is justly ordered.
Shalom is a state of existence in which all aspafc@®od’s creation play their individual
roles harmoniously for the good of the whole.

Just Peace is the real peace which Jesus referrecetonghapproached the great city
Jerusalem. There on the hillside as he looked dowreatitlyy seeing its injustices,
hunger, corruption, violence and the vying for power hptvaad said “If only today you
knew the things which make for peace.” Peace is no¢lynlre absence of war, but the
presence of just social relations.

Just Peace Church A Just Peace Church is an individual church, assocjation
conference, or denomination (like the United Churc@lofst) which makes an
intentional, public commitment to work to create “Jastice” in the lives of its members,
internal structure, and the world. It is a church comedito social action, and to creating
right relationships in the world. The Just Peace Chigralcovenantal community that
recognizes its calling and accepts the risks of beitigfddi It seeks reconciliation within
the world and builds human community despite the determmafisome to remain
divided. It affirms the rich diversity of patterns of pio&l and economic relationships
that reflect a shared vision of the intended wholené&kod’s creation. It offers hope to
all and nurtures those who lack the discipline of the iru&od’s promise of peace and
justice. It works unceasingly to expand the world’s visbpeace and justice.

History

In the early 1981, based on the “traditional stand ofXG€ which called its members to
be peacemakers and to work diligently for justice, hungrigiand peace within with
family to nation’s” the 18 General Synod voted to “become a peace church.”

They then asked the Peace Theology development Tean &xploration of what it
would mean for the United Church of Christ practicatig éheologically. Thistlewaite’s
book and the idea of a “Just Peace Church” is the refsthitee years of intense work
designed to explore all aspects of this idea.

In 1985, the Fifteenth General Synod, meeting in Antasa) passed a pronouncement
“Affirming the United Church of Christ to be a Just &&&hurch.” They accepted the
work of the team and our denominations historic comanitisito peace and justice as the
basis for understanding what it means to be a Just Bdareh.



Just Peace as | understand it is an organic concept,ngrewd changing, but always
touching back to the concept of shalom, Jesus’ caktpdacemakers, and our
imperative to create a world of peace and justice faf&od’s people.

I s becoming a Just Peace Church important today?

It is as relevant today as it was in the 1980’s becaedeawe yet to create that world!
Most congregations undergo an intensive study process arelgowith a Just Peace
Church Statement. It may include ideas like the onessgpd in this model statement

Model Statement

Because we believe in God’s love for all of God’s peogtel in God's call for shalom,
(wholeness and right relationship with all of creafiexpressed in the Old and New
Testaments and revealed in the Jesus:

We believe in justice and right relationships for &lG@d’s people. We welcome
everyone to our church community, and will work activelyhe world against racism,
sexism, homophobia, ableism and the other ways iohngeople are oppressed.

We believe that economic injustice must end and we maodt together to create a
world in which none are exploited and all have a ha@meugh to eat, access to medical
care and meaningful work.

We believe that violence, including war, is not the/waresolve personal, local, national
or international conflicts.

We believe in the concept of shalom for all of ceatand support protecting and
preserving the natural world.

We believe it is our responsibility as Christianstmtinue to challenge our leaders to act
justly and to follow Christ’s teachings. We are conbaditto making our voices heard,
and to helping those who have traditionally been sidrio be heard into speech.

It is important to make a statement to be a Just Rélagech because then everyone will
know what you stand for! Each church will come up withiryown ideas, and write your
own Just Peace Statement! | hope these ideas havadipki. Send your statement to
the National UCC to get listed as a Just Peace Church.



